INTERNATIONAL POLITICS (POSC 140)
MWEF 11:00- 11:50 A.M.
Manchester College
Fall 2006

Dr. Benson C. Onysdji Office Hours
Administration Bldg, Room #6 MWF 1-2 p.m. & 3-5p.m.
Telephone: (260)-982-5337

E-mail: BCOnyegji @Manchester.edu

1. Cour se Content

This course is an introduction to the central concepts and theories which assist in organizing
knowledge about international political phenomena. These concepts and theories are used in
consideration of critical issues and controversies facing the global community. Smply stated, the
substance of this courseisinformation, concept, theories, and analysis of international issues.
More specifically, we will examine the traditional international relations theories — reaism,
liberalism, and Marxism, and the more contemporary perspectives, such as, constructivism,
feminism, green politics, and peace studies that do not fit neatly into any of the traditional
approaches — and their application for the understanding of the global political and economic
issues.

2. Course Objective

This course seeksto foster a hei ghtened understanding of the dynamics of international relationsto,
identify the salient trends and devel opmentsin globa politics, examinethe principal questionsthat
will confront the international community over the next decade or so, and to foster an informed
discussion of war, peace and justice, and a host of other important world politics issues, human
rights, environmental challenges, globalization, democratization, economic disparities among and
between states and people, and the emerging rol e of none governmental actors, among other things.
More specifically, the course intends to assist students in devel oping generalizations about and
discerning patternsin the conduct of international affairs.

3. M ethodology

For pedagogical reasons, we will examine the relationship between international relations theory
(IR theory) and popular culture. This approach sees IR theory as a cultural site that could be
understood better through popular films. Examining international relations theoriesfrom this stand
point allows usto ask the most critical questions. For example, what makes the stories about
international political life told by each of the international relations theories, realism, idealism or
liberalism, Marxism, etc, appear to be true? More specifically, “what makes realism’s story about
sovereign nation-states locked into a battle for survival or idealism’s story about the possibilities
of internationa cooperation so compelling”?
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In this course, popular filmswill be used as vehicles through which students can rethink IR theory.
Thefilms are used not only to illustrate a particular IR theory and how it functions, but also, to
provide students with answers to the question, how does an IR theory appear to be true? In so
doing, popular films point to how politics, power, and ideology are culturaly constructed and how
the culture of IR theory might be politically reconstructed.

4. Reguirements and Evaluation

Students are required to compl ete all reading assignmentsfor each topic and actively participatein
class discussions. In addition, students are required to take total of four objective examinations
which will be held on the following dates:

Friday, September 29, 2006, exam number 1

Friday, October 27, 2006, exam number 2

Friday, November 17, 2006, exam, exam number 3

Monday, December 11, 2006, exam number 4. Thetime for thisexam is 1:00 to 2:50 p.m.

Each exam will have multiple choice, True/False, and essay questions. All examswill be based on
assigned readings covered during the period preceding the exam date. The four examswill account
for 80 points of thefinal grade. PLEASE NOTE: Therewill be no make-up for any assignment or
exam. Students are therefore strongly encouraged to consult with the instructor in case of conflicts
in schedule, or emergencies.

The remaining 20 points will be based on class discussions and written assignments.

This would be assessed mainly by the student's performance in class discussions, analytic
activities, and written assignments. Therefore, students are required to complete al reading
assignments for each topic and participate in the discussions which would be conducted on
Wednesday. The discussions will be based on the films. To summarize, grading is as follows.

Class Participation and written assignments 20 points

4 Obj ective examinations: 80 points (20 pointsfor each exam)

5. Main Texts

1. JohnT. Rourke, International Politics on the World Stage Eleventh Edition (New Y ork:
McGrow-Hill Companies, 2006).

2. CynthiaWeber, International Relations Theory: A Critical Introduction Second Edition
(New Y ork: Routledge, 2005).
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Lord of the Hies (for realism)
Independence Day (for idealism)
Wag the Dog (for constructivism)
Fatal Attraction (for Feminism)

The Truman Show (for globalization)
Memento (for Marxism)

7. Topics and Assignments

August 30.

September 1.

Topic:

Introduction: Over view of the course.

Issues in World Palitics. International Palitics. ch.1

Topic: Changein the World System

International Politics. ch.2

Theories and L evels of Analysis

11.

13.

15.

18.

20.

22.

25.

27.

Internationa Politics

International Politics. ch.3, pages. 62-76 (the Individual level)

International Politics. ch.3, pages 76-87 (the State level)

International Palitics. ch.3, pages 87-96 (the System level)

Weber, International Relations Theory, chapter 1

International Palitics. ch. 4, pages 98-112
Weber, International Relations Theory, Chapter 2
Watch thefilm: Lord of the Flies

International Politics, ch.4, pages 112-124

NO CLASS (CAMP MACK DAY)

International Palitics. ch. 5, pages126-137

International Politics, chapter 5, pages 137-162

Discussion of thefilm: Lord of the Flies
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*okokk 29. EXAM #1 (Thisexam will cover all reading assignments, chapters 1-5
of International Palitics on the World Stage.

October 2. International Politics, chapter 6
Weber, International Relations Theory, chapter 3
Review of realism and Lord of Flies paper due

4, Lecture on Idealism/Liberalism
(Watch Film: Independence Day)

6. International Politics, chapter 7

9. International Politics, chapter. 8, pages 231-248

11. Discussion of film: Independence Day

13.  International Politics, ch. 8, pages 248-267

16. International Politics, ch. 9, pages 269-280

18 International Politics, ch. 9. Pages 281-297

20. Fall Semester Break (No classes)
23.  Review of chapters

25. Review of chapters
Review of liberalism and Independence Day paper due

*xk K 27.  EXAM #2 (will cover all materialsin [nternational Politicson the
World Stage, chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9)

30, International Poalitics. ch. 10,
Weber, International Relations Theory, chapter 7

November 1. Lecture on Marxist theory
3 International Politics, chapter 11
6. International Politics, chapter 12
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10.

13.

15.

* k% 17

20.

27.

29.

December 1.

International Politics, chapter 13
Watch the films. Mememto and Wag the Dog

Review of chapters

Review of chapters

Discussion of thefilms: M emento and Wag the Dog

Exam #3 (T his exam will cover all readingsfrom October 30)
International Politics. ch.14, pages 447-470

Weber, International Relations Theory, chapter 6.
Review of Marxism and the film Memento paper due

Lecture on Globalization
Watch thefilm: The Truman Show

International Politics, chapterl14, pages 471- 485

International Politics, chapter 15, pages 487-508

International Politics, chapter. 15, pages 509-523

Review

Lecture: Conclusion

xxx AN and final exam - Monday, December 11, 2006, 1.00 - 2.50 p.m. This exam will
cover chapters 14, and 15 of | nternational Politics on the World Stage.

Good luck in your exams, and have a happy holiday season.
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